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Abstract: Motivation is one of the most important factors for learning a second language
proficiently. Motivation is unavoidable linked with language achievement in the sense that language
achievement cannot happen without motivation. Motivation is unavoidable linked with language
achievement in the sense that it cannot happen without motivation. In short, motivation is used as a
concept for explaining the success or failure of a language learner. There are many advantages for
knowing other languages but they are not absolutely necessary, and as a consequence, motivation
can play an important role in learning second language. And there are many factors that can affect
this motivation.
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Motivation plays an important role in Foreign Language learning success, and although it is not the
main factor, in the classroom context it may lead students to achieve their goal or not. Lack of
motivation leads to lack of effort and ultimately lack of success. Students’ learning behaviors were
rated by teachers and language assistants subjectively, thus their ratings were not always the same.
However, it was interesting and useful to hear how the teachers felt about the students’ participation
in English lessons and individual meetings since their evaluations were generally not used for
grading purposes. A statistically significant correlation was not found between students’ motivation
and attitudes and other achievement measures such as final exam scores and final grades, the lack of
correlation may have been due to students having acquired “test-taking skills” by the time of the
final exam. Other external factors may have been involved in determining students’ final learning
outcomes, as Gardner [3] anticipated. One thing that students, teachers, material developers, and
researchers all agree upon is that motivation is an essential part of mastering a second or foreign
language. The concept of motivation seems complex since it takes a respectable number of
disciplines to arrive at areasonable understanding of its facets. Dornyei [2] believes that the
complexity of the concept of motivation resides in its endeavors to explain individual's actions on
behavior which cannot be accounted for by one panacea approach. The problem as Dornyie [2]
asserts is not the lack of theories to explain motivation but rather the abundance of theories and
models. Luckily, there is now avery substantial research literature available on the role of
motivation in language learning. This article wills overview as much of this research as possible,
focusing on the most recent studies, and will highlight different facets of motivation. Gardner [3]
defined motivation as “the combination of effort plus desire to achieve the goal of learning the
language plus favorable attitudes toward learning the language”. He believes that motivation is
concerned with the question “Why does an organism behave as it does?*“. According to Yeok-Hwa
[5] motivation determines the extent of the learner's active involvement and attitude toward learning.
According to Dornyie [2] motivation consists of three stages: pre-actional stage, in which motivation
needs to be generated, actional stage, in which motivation needs to be maintained and protected, and
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post-actional, in which students evaluate the activity to which they are motivated. Williams and
Burden [6] also claim that motivation results from a combination of different influences, some are
internal and some are external. As it seems motivation does not have a particular definition. Different
people define motivation from different views and it may be due to the existence of different
contexts of language learning, but the most important thing is that motivation is a key to learning
a language. There are two types of motivation that should be considered when referring to second or
foreign language learning. They are language learning motivation and classroom learning
motivation. Language learning motivation refers to the motivation to learn or acquire a second
language. According to Gardner [3], it is considered in the socio-educational model of second
language acquisition. Based on Clement [1], it is considered in the social context model. And based
on Clement and Noels [4], it is considered in the self-determination model. It is a general form of
motivation relevant in any second language learning context. It is a general characteristic of the
individual that applies to any opportunity to learn the language. It is relatively stable, but it is
amenable to change under certain conditions. Classroom learning motivation is what Gardner [3]
represents in socio-educational model of second language acquisition, and it is also considered as an
integral part of motivation in general. It refers to the motivation in the classroom situation, or any
specific situation. It will be influenced by a host of factors associated with language class. So, the
teacher, the content of the course, materials and facilities will influence the individual learning
motivation. Gardner [3] believes that both educational context and cultural context play an important
role in the formation of motivation. In order to make the language learning process a motivating
experience, teachers need to put a great deal of thought into learning programs which sustain and
boost students’ interest and help them to achieve their term goal. Instructors need to plan and create
interesting lesson in which students, become fully attentive. The use of interesting text along with
activities can help to increase the motivation level of students. It is suggested that teachers should
acquire strategies that help students to learn English to benefit them in their future career. At
university level this may include, any number of foreign exchange programs with other universities
may help to motivate students to improve their target language proficiency. At the secondary school
level, and especially in the senior years, this task may prove more difficult. For the foreign language
teacher this may result in acertain level of frustration due to the general lack of interest and
commitment by some students. Teachers need to create interesting lessons in which the students’
attention is gained. This can sometimes be accomplished by the use of teaching strategies which are
not often called upon by other teachers in mainstream subject areas. Encouraging students to become
more active participants in a lesson can sometimes assist them to see a purpose for improving their
communication skills in the target language. Successful communication using the target language
should result in students feeling some sense of accomplishment. The use of an interesting text can
also help to increase the motivation level of students in the classroom. Many texts often contain
material which fails to capture the interest of students due to the heavy emphasis on vocabulary and
grammar. Many foreign texts, however, which have been designed for EFL often contain topics
which can create a great deal of classroom interaction and help to motivate students to develop their
language skills. It is important for the instructor to take advantage of such discussion topics and help
students to realize that, even though they may see no need to become proficient in a second
language, the study of another language and culture can only enhance their perception and
understanding of other cultures. Probably the most important way to improve motivation is to use
English. Using English is fun. It is simply very enjoyable to use English to read a good book,
understand a song, watch an interesting movie, get an answer to a computer problem, exchange e-
mails with a native speaker, etc. The more someone uses English, the more he will want to use it.
This is great, because using English is learning English.
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