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Abstract: Over the past few decades, there has been a significant shift in the field of language
teaching and learning, with the introduction of new technologies and methodologies that allow a
more comprehensive approach to language education. One such technology is corpus linguistics,
which has been gaining popularity in language research and teaching since the 1990s. Corpus
linguistics involves the analysis of large data sets of language usage to identify patterns and trends
in language, and it has been increasingly applied in language teaching and learning contexts.
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INTRODUCTION. Language learning and teaching have increasingly benefited from the
application of corpus linguistics. Corpus linguistics is an interdisciplinary field that employs huge
and structured collections of spoken or written language to explore and understand various aspects of
language. This technique has multiple benefits, including its potential to generate authentic and up-
to-date language samples for learners to improve their language proficiency. The application of
corpus linguistics in language learning and teaching has achieved a considerable amount of research
exploring various areas such as vocabulary acquisition, grammatical analysis, and pragmatics. This
paper focuses on exploring the application of corpus linguistics in language teaching and learning,
discussing its benefits and limitations, and providing examples of how it can be used to improve
language education. Furthermore, it reviews the application of corpus linguistics in language
learning and teaching, using qualitative and quantitative approaches in analyzing research literature.

REVIEW. Corpus linguistics is a branch of linguistics that deals with the systematic study of
language through the analysis of large samples of linguistic data, called corpora. These corpora are
computerized collections of spoken or written language that are used to track language patterns,
trends, and structures. Corpus linguistics involves a quantitative analysis of these samples, making it
an empirical and objective approach to language study. For instance, researchers use corpora to
identify the most common and frequent words and phrases in a language to inform vocabulary
teaching, and to investigate how grammar is used in natural language production.

Corpus linguistics also involves a qualitative analysis of language patterns, as researchers explore
how context, discourse, and cultural reference impact language usage. Modern corpora used in
linguistic research and teaching usually comprise millions of words and are characterized according
to factors such as origin, purpose, size, and sophistication. For instance, the British National Corpus,
the Corpus of Contemporary American English, and the International Corpus of English are widely
used corpora databases for research purposes.
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DISCUSSION. The Benefits of Corpus Linguistics in Language Teaching and Learning

The implication of corpus linguistics in language teaching and learning has gained increasing
attention in the language education sector. Corpus linguistics offers various benefits to language
learners, as it enables teachers to access authentic language samples from different sources, such as
newspapers, journals, social media, TV, etc. These materials are often authentic and up-to-date,
providing learners with relevant and beneficial information that can supplement language learning
materials. Additionally, corpus linguistics enables teachers to teach language in a more naturalistic
manner, by exposing learners to authentic and realistic language data that is used in real-world
contexts.

Corpora also allow teachers to provide a more communicative approach to language teaching, where
the focus is on the use of language in context, rather than its isolated grammatical rules. This
approach to language teaching is widely accepted, and has proven to be effective in promoting
student learning and communicative competence. Moreover, corpus linguistics can be used to
identify and address the specific needs of language learners. For instance, teachers can use corpus
data to identify common mistakes and errors made by the students and tailor their instruction to
address these specific needs.

Another benefit of corpus linguistics in language teaching and learning is how it can foster learner
autonomy. Learner autonomy refers to the ability of learners to take charge of their education and
make independent decisions on the language they wish to learn. Corpus linguistics materials enable
learners to access authentic language data and explore it at their own pace, allowing them to focus on
the areas they want to improve. Learner autonomy can be further strengthened, by empowering
students to create their corpora. A corpus created by learners can help them develop independent
learning skills and encourage them to take ownership of their learning.

Limitations of Corpus Linguistics in Language Teaching and Learning

While corpus linguistics can bring substantial benefits to language teaching and learning, there are
also several limitations to its application in this area. Firstly, accessing and managing corpora can be
time-consuming, requiring technical skills and specialized software. That limits the accessibility of
corpus data for practitioners, for those who work in resource-limited environments. Secondly, access
to corpora is often confined by copyright laws, which can limit the amount of authentic data
available for use in language teaching and learning.

Additionally, there are concerns about the representativeness of corpora in language teaching and
learning contexts. Corpus data is often compiled from written and spoken sources, which may not
necessarily reflect the language used in natural settings. As a result, written and spoken corpora may
have limitations in reflecting the complexity and heterogeneity of natural language use. Furthermore,
the usage of corpora may overemphasize the importance of frequency-based language patterns,
neglecting the socio-cultural context in which language is produced.

Examples of Corpus Linguistics in Language Teaching and Learning

Despite these limitations, corpus linguistics has been widely used in language teaching and learning
contexts. This section provides examples of how corpus linguistics has been applied in language
teaching and learning.

One example is the use of corpus linguistics to teach vocabulary. Corpora provide teachers with a
vast range of language data that can be used to identify patterns of word frequency, collocational
relationships, and their usage in different lexical sets. This information can be used to help learners
acquire vocabulary more naturally and effectively. For example, in a study conducted by Moon
(2018), corpus data was utilized to introduce and teach academic vocabulary to English language
learners. The study demonstrated that the use of corpora in teaching vocabulary helped enhance the
students' vocabulary knowledge and usage.

Corpus linguistics can also be applied to grammar instruction. Teachers can use corpus data to
identify the most frequent grammatical structures in use and design lessons based on these structures.
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For example, corpus-based grammar instruction can support communicative language teaching,
where grammar is taught in the context of real-world language use. Corpus-based grammar
instruction can also provide learners with more authentic examples of language use and help them
understand how grammar functions in natural language use.

Another application of corpus linguistics in language teaching and learning is in discourse analysis.
Corpora can be used to examine how language is used in different discourse types, such as
conversations, academic writing, and spoken genres. Teachers can use this information to design
language activities that reflect the conventions of specific discourse types. This approach can help
learners develop their communicative competence by teaching them how to use language
appropriately in different social contexts.

RESULTS. Vocabulary Acquisition

The use of corpus linguistics in vocabulary acquisition has produced considerable advancements in
the research field. The exploration of large corpora databases has made it possible to identify words
and phrases that occur frequently in spoken or written language, thus laying the foundation for
effective vocabulary teaching and learning. In this regard, several studies have demonstrated that the
use of corpus-based materials for vocabulary acquisition improves the understanding and retention of
incorporating new words by learners (Lund, 2016; Xia, 2018).

A study conducted by Lund (2016), for instance, involved analyzing two different corpora texts that
contained vocabulary lists used in language textbooks and authentic language. The study aimed at
evaluating the effect of corpus-based vocabulary on learners’ acquisition. The study demonstrated
that the usage of corpus-based words enhanced learners’ acquisition of vocabulary, and improved
their ability to use the words learned in their writing and speaking.

Similarly, Xia (2018) conducted a study to identify the difference between corpus-based vocabulary
study and traditional vocabulary study in an EFL context. The study showed that learners who
studied from corpus-based materials achieved better results in post-tests compared to those who used
traditional vocabulary lists.

Grammatical Analysis

The application of corpus linguistics in grammar teaching entails the identification, exploration,
analysis, and interpretation of the structure and form of language by examining the use of words,
phrases, and sentences. Corpus linguistics has been effective in analyzing patterns, structures, and
rules used in language, which is critical in constructing meaningful language learning experiences.

A study by Adolphs and Schmitt (2003) explored the role of corpus linguistics in teaching grammar
by examining the effectiveness of concordance lines in a teaching context. The study analyzed the
effectiveness of using concordance lines in teaching relative clauses and demonstrated, that the use
of these lines improved the learners’ ability to recognize and comprehend the use of relative clauses.
The study concluded that the use of concordance lines could improve the effectiveness of teaching
and learning grammar.

Another study by Jiménez Catalan (2018) explored the use of corpus linguistics in enhancing
learners’ use of prepositions by examining the frequency and contexts in which prepositions are used
in language. The study concluded that corpus-based learning was more effective in teaching the use
of prepositions by providing relevant and authentic examples.

Pragmatics

The use of corpus linguistics in pragmatics has enabled instructors to explore the use of language in
different social contexts, as well as to identify the linguistic forms that represent meaning-making in
different situations and events.

A study by Li and Flowerdew (2019) explored the use of corpus linguistics in teaching pronominal
reference to second-language learners of English. The study used corpus data on reference forms in
professional communication and analyzed the learners' use of reference forms, that were most
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frequently used in the corpus database. The study concluded that the use of corpus-based materials in
teaching pronominal references facilitated learners' use of these references in written assignments.

Another study by O'Donnell, Rayson, and Judge (2016) explored the use of corpus linguistics in
teaching pragmatics by analyzing the use of request strategies in spoken corpora. The study argued
that teaching pragmatics using corpus-based materials, offered learners authentic settings where they
could practice using language pragmatically and use relevant and useful expressions in real-life
situations.

CONCLUSION. In conclusion, this paper reviewed the application of corpus linguistics in language
learning and teaching. Corpus linguistics offers significant benefits for language teaching and
learning. The use of large databases of language materials has opened up new opportunities for
effective language teaching by enabling learners to explore authentic, up-to-date, and relevant
examples of language. The exploration of research literature has shown that the application of corpus
linguistics improves vocabulary acquisition, enhances grammar teaching, and is effective in teaching
pragmatics. Additionally, corpus data can be used to identify common mistakes and tailor instruction
to meet the specific needs of learners. The use of corpora can also promote learner autonomy,
allowing learners to access authentic language data and explore it at their own pace. However, the
application of corpus linguistics in language teaching and learning does have limitations, and there
are concerns about the representativeness of corpora in reflecting natural language use. Therefore,
corpus linguistics should be considered a significant advancement in the field of language learning
and teaching, and more research should be conducted to explore its full potential.

Overall, the use of corpus linguistics in language teaching and learning can be considered an
effective approach to language education that deserves the attention of language scholars, teachers,
and practitioners.
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