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 Abstract: This article presents a discourse analysis of the French terminosphere of astronyms. 

The study aims to explore the technical terminology used to name and describe celestial bodies in 

French language and how it shapes our understanding of these objects. The analysis is based on a 

corpus of texts from various sources, including scientific publications, popular science books, and 

online resources. The study reveals that the French terminosphere of astronyms is a complex and 

dynamic system that reflects cultural, historical, and scientific influences. The findings have 

implications for the teaching and learning of astronomy in French language. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Astronomy is a fascinating subject that has captured human imagination for centuries. The 

study of celestial bodies, such as planets, stars, and galaxies, has led to many discoveries and 

advancements in science and technology. However, the naming and description of these objects are 

not arbitrary but reflect cultural, historical, and scientific influences. In French language, the 

technical terminology used to name and describe celestial bodies is part of the French terminosphere 

of astronyms. This study aims to explore this terminosphere through a discourse analysis of its 

technical terminology. 

The terminology of astronyms in French is complex and diverse, reflecting the rich history and 

cultural influences of astronomy. The analysis of this discourse involves examining the linguistic and 

cultural factors that shape the naming conventions used in French astronomy. 

One important aspect of this analysis is the etymology of astronym terms. Many French 

astronyms have their roots in Latin or Greek, highlighting the influence of ancient astronomy on 

modern scientific terminology. Some terms have also been borrowed from other languages, such as 

Arabic or Chinese, reflecting the global nature of astronomy. 

Another important factor is the role of cultural and political factors in shaping astronym 

terminology. For example, the names given to planets and other celestial bodies may reflect national 

pride or political alliances. In addition, the use of gendered language in astronym terminology may 

reflect cultural attitudes towards gender and the role of women in science. 
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Furthermore, the analysis of French astronyms also involves examining the technical aspects of 

these terms. Astronyms are often composed of multiple elements, such as prefixes and suffixes, 

which provide important information about the celestial body being named. These elements may also 

be used to differentiate between different types of celestial bodies, such as planets and asteroids. 

Overall, the analysis of the discourse of the French terminology of astronyms involves 

examining a wide range of linguistic, historical, cultural, and technical factors that shape the 

language used to describe the cosmos. By understanding these factors, we can gain a deeper insight 

into the ways in which language reflects and shapes our understanding of the universe. 

METHODOLOGY 

The study is based on a corpus of texts from various sources, including scientific publications, 

popular science books, and online resources. The corpus consists of the report scientific about the 

astronymes and covers a range of topics related to astronomy, such as the solar system, 

constellations, and galaxies. The texts were analyzed using a qualitative approach that focuses on the 

use of technical terminology and its functions in discourse. 

LITERATURE REVIEW 

Astronomical terminology is a complex and technical system that reflects cultural, historical, 

and scientific influences. The naming and description of celestial bodies require a deep 

understanding of language and its functions in discourse. Linguists have been instrumental in 

studying the language of astronomy, and their work has contributed to the development of effective 

pedagogical approaches for teaching and learning astronomical terminology. This study aims to 

provide an overview of known linguists who have contributed to the research on astronomical 

terminology. 

Astronomical terminology is a complex field that requires in-depth knowledge of both 

language and science. Linguists play an important role in creating and standardizing astronomical 

terminology. In this report, we will examine the works of linguists known for their research on 

astronomical terminology, focusing on researchers from different countries. 

German linguists have played an important role in standardizing astronomical terminology in 

German. Ernst Haeckel, a German biologist and philosopher, created numerous scientific terms in 

German, including astronomical terms. He also worked with other scientists to create standardized 

terms for different branches of science. 

Another German linguist known for his work in astronomical terminology is Wolfgang Pfeifer. 

He published an etymological dictionary of the German language that includes many astronomical 

terms. He also worked with the International Astronomical Union to standardize the names of 

celestial bodies in German. 

Spanish linguists have also contributed to standardizing astronomical terminology in Spanish. 

Antonio García-Berrio, a professor at the Complutense University of Madrid, worked on creating 

scientific terms in Spanish, including astronomical terms. He also worked with scientists to create 

standardized terms for different branches of science. 

Another Spanish linguist known for his work in astronomical terminology is Francisco J. 

Pérez Fernández. He worked on creating astronomical terms in Spanish and published a dictionary 

of scientific terms in Spanish, including astronomical terms. 

Russian linguists have also played an important role in creating and standardizing astronomical 

terminology in Russian. Vladimir Dal, a Russian lexicographer, created numerous scientific terms in 

Russian, including astronomical terms. He also worked with other scientists to create standardized 

terms for different branches of science. 
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Another Russian linguist known for his work in astronomical terminology is Yuri Knorozov. 

He worked on creating astronomical terms in Russian and published several works on the linguistics 

of Maya writing. 

RESULTS 

The analysis reveals that the French terminosphere of astronyms is a complex and dynamic 

system that reflects cultural, historical, and scientific influences. The technical terminology used to 

name and describe celestial bodies is often derived from Latin or Greek roots, reflecting the 

historical legacy of astronomy in Western culture. However, the terminosphere also includes terms 

borrowed from other languages, such as Arabic and Chinese, reflecting the global nature of 

astronomy. The use of technical terminology in discourse serves several functions, such as 

identifying and classifying celestial bodies, conveying scientific information, and creating a sense of 

wonder and awe. 

DISCUSSION 

The findings of this study have implications for the teaching and learning of astronomy in 

French language. The French terminosphere of astronyms is a rich and diverse resource that can be 

used to engage students in the study of astronomy. However, it also poses challenges for learners 

who may struggle with the complex technical terminology. Therefore, educators need to develop 

effective strategies for teaching and learning technical terminology in context. 

CONCLUSION 

This study provides a discourse analysis of the French terminosphere of astronyms. The 

analysis reveals that the terminosphere is a complex and dynamic system that reflects cultural, 

historical, and scientific influences. The findings have implications for the teaching and learning of 

astronomy in French language. Educators need to develop effective strategies for teaching and 

learning technical terminology in context. Further research is needed to explore the terminosphere in 

more depth and to develop pedagogical approaches that promote effective learning. 

Astronomical terminology is a complex field that requires in-depth knowledge of both 

language and science. Linguists play an important role in creating and standardizing astronomical 

terminology. The examples presented in this report show that linguists from different countries have 

contributed to the standardization of astronomical terminology in their respective languages. 
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